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1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-9,12-13,16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hoshino et al (Pat # 6,270,356). 

As to claims 1 and 16, Hoshino et al disclose an IC socket as shown in figure 4 A having 
a compressible housing (3,6,7) for housing an electronic component (IC) including a plurality 
of conductive members (BL) compressibly positioned therein, a base member (la,lb,2) with a 
plurality of compressible probes (12) positioned therein and a structure (4,5) for bringing the 
compressible housing having electronic component (IC) and the base member (la,lb,2) together 
such that the compressible probes engages conductive members (BL) of the component (IC). 

As to claims 2 and 17, the compressible housing includes a base (3) and a cover (7). 

As to claims 3 and 19, the base (3) defines an opening (empty space between the element 
(6)) and the electronic component is positioned within that opening. 

As to claim 4, it appears that the base member (la,lb,2) includes a plurality of apertures 
(2a) and a plurality of probes (12) passing through those apertures (2a). 
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As to claim 5, Hoshino et al also disclose a lock member (8) positioned within the cover 
(7) to lock the cover (7) onto the base (C) in a compressible manner. 
As to claim 6, the lock member (8) is a rotational screw. 

As to claims 7 and 18, it appears that the device of Hoshino et al has a compressible 
member (an element directly connected to the bottom of the cover (7) and positioned directly on 
the top surface of the IC). 

As to claim 8, it appears that the compressible member is a compliant pad. 

As to claim 9, it appears that the base (3) is being positioned on the base member 
(la,lb,2,3). 

As to claim 12, it appears that a conductive substrate (c) as shown in figure 4A 
inherently has a plurality of pads electrically connected to the lower contact pin (1 1) of the 
probe (12) and the base member (la,lb,2) is positioned on the conductive substrate (C). 

As to claim 13, the conductive substrate (C) is a printed circuit board. 

As to claim 20, it appears that when the compressible housing ((3,6,7) and the base 
member (la,lb,2) are engaged, excessive force application onto the conductive members (BL) 
by the compressible probes (12) is prohibited so that the conductive members and the probes are 
prevented from damage during the test. 

4. Claims 10-11 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 
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The prior art does not disclose a base member includes at least one upstanding alignment 
member and a base includes at least one opening as recited in claim 10. Since claim 1 1 depends 
from claim 10 this claim is also objected . 

5. Claims 14-15 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 14, it appears that is unclear the limitation of" said structure for bringing said 
compressible housing and said base member together comprises a pneumatically driven 
member" is inaccurate because the pneumatically driven member is a separate device from both 
of the structure and base member, Appropriate correction is required. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Chang (pat # 5,500,605) discloses electrical test apparatus and method. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VINH P. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571-272-1964. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on 571-272-2034. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
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Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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